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1987  Officers  and  Directors 


TITLE 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE 

President 

Paul  Gottlober 

365  Green 

956-7848 

Vice  President 

Judith  Robinson 

562-B  Lombard 

982-8533 

Recording  Secretary 

Pat  Lorentzen 

435  Green 

781-0456 

Corresp.  Secretary 

Maureen  Tbpping 

1831  Grant 

788-8196 

Treasurer 

Peter  Overmire 

293  Union 

989-3945 

Financial  Secretary 

Sheryl  Hamlin 

330  Chestnut 

421-2452 

Historian 

Rhoda  Robinson 

276  Francisco 

781-5221 

Semaphore  Editor 

Cheryl  Bentley 

218  Union 

392-4081 

Directors,  1987-1989 

Jane  Winslow 

396  Lombard 

421-1466 

Larry  Habegger 

10  Napier  Lane 

982-6620 

Alan  Caplan 

434B  Union 

433-7144 

Bart  Miller 

100  Alta 

986-6006 

Directors,  1987-1988 

Rod  Freebairn-Smith 

460  Vallejo 

398-4094 

Virginia  Sletteland 

448  Greenwich 

781-4352 

Robert  Morrill 

576  Greenwich 

982-4850 

Paul  Herrerias 

1856  Powell 

398-8356 

Ex  Officio 

Jeanne  Milligan 

486  Union 

989-0494 

Special  Committees 

Crime  Prevention 

June  Fraps 

1941  Stockton 

392-1187 

Housing 

Alex  Petrich 

1138-A  Montgomery 

398-7858 

Landmarks/Historical 

Rhoda  Parks 

25  Napier  Lane 

434-2482 

Movies 

Margaret  Gwathmey 

273  Green 

982-4221 

Neighborhood  Liaison 

Sue  Cauthen 

132 1-B  Montgomery 

391-0737 

Parks  and  Trees 

Planning  and  Zoning 

(vacant) 

Jane  Winslow 

396  Lombard 

421-1466 

Deborah  Holley 

473  Union 

392-3569 

Refuse 

Jim  Miller 

365  Green 

956-7848 

Social 

Traffic/Parking 

(vacant) 

Nancy  Katz 

2  Whiting 

986-1890 

Waterfront 

Robeft  Katz 

2  Whiting 

986-1890 

Please  clip  and  save  for  a  record  of  directors’  phone  numbers. 
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Planning  &  Zoning 

1931  Grant: 

A  permit  has  been  sought  (Application 
#870-6378)  for  an  additional  story  to  the 
property  at  1931  Grant  Avenue  (corner  of 
Pfeiffer  &  Grant).  The  addition  would  conform 
to  code  requirements  without  any  variances. 
The  sponsors  and  architect  are  attempting  to 
address  the  concerns  of  uphill  neighbors  by 
reducing  view  blockage  to  the  extent  possible. 

Pier  7: 

THDers  submitted  a  letter  of  support  for  use 
of  Pier  7  as  open  space  —  a  long  standing  posi¬ 
tion  of  THD  for  use  of  that  pier. 

Satellite  Dishes: 

The  City  Planning  Commission  denied  permis¬ 
sion  for  two  rooftop  satellite  dish  antennae  in 
April.  Located  at  1750  Grant  Avenue  and  678 
Greenwich  St. ,  both  would  block  views.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  Commission  considered  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  initiate  interim  zoning  controls  and  re¬ 
quired  Discretionary  Review  for  all  such 
antennae. 

Pagoda: 

The  Pagoda  Theatre  is  for  sale  through  San 
Francisco  representatives  of  the  Hong  Kong 
owner.  Rumor  circulated  that  it  might  be  de¬ 
molished  and  used  for  a  parking  site.  At  pres¬ 
ent  such  plans  do  not  seem  to  be  under  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  owner;  nor  is  the  City  con¬ 
sidering  the  site  for  parking.  The  present  leas¬ 
ees,  who  operate  the  York  Theatre,  believe  it 
is  not  viable  financially  to  continue  operating 
the  Pagoda  as  a  single  theatre,  and  have  con¬ 
sidered  converting  it  into  a  multi- theatre  site. 

The  Pagoda  continues  to  be  leased  for  movies. 
The  absentee  owner  is  eager  to  sell  the  prop¬ 
erty  and  is  prepared  to  reduce  the  price. 


Anyone  interested  in  conveying  ideas  about 
multiple  uses  of  the  site  by  potential  buyers, 
should  contact  Mr.  Henry  Meyer  928-1777  or 
821-3456. 

Nordica  Leaving  Grant  Avenue: 

Professional  negotiator  Tom  Gilley  volun¬ 
teered  to  help  TMJB  intervene  on  behalf  of 
Nordica  owner  Henrik  Jorgensen  to  negotiate 
a  new  lease  when  Nordica’s  rent  was  in¬ 
creased  over  100%.  Mr.  Gilley  succeeded  in 
paring  down  the  increase  to  $ 200/mo  for  6 
months,  after  which  time  Mr.  Jorgensen  plans 
to  close  his  business. 

North  Point  Shopping  Center: 

Petrini’s  has  decided  not  to  go  in  the  North 
Point  Shopping  Center.  In  an  effort  to  find  an 
anchor,  the  shopping  center  owners  are 
talking  to  other  supermarkets  and/or  large 
food  chains.  The  owners  plan  to  meet  again 
with  Jeanne  Milligan  because  they  are  in¬ 
terested  in  developing  the  Center  for 
residents’  use. 

Ill  Chestnut: 

Have  you  wondered  what  will  rise  from  that 
big  lake  at  the  corner  of  Montgomery  and 
Chestnut  Streets?  Originally  office  spaces 
were  planned  for  the  site.  However,  because 
of  the  poor  office  market,  the  plan  has  been 
redesigned  to  include  housing,  with  retail.  A 
proposal  for  196  units  was  made,  and,  recent¬ 
ly,  the  developer  Thlden  Development  Corp. 
has  proposed  264  residential  units,  including 
units  for  118  seniors  and  20  moderate  income 
units.  Jeanne  Milligan  reports  that  THD  will 
closely  monitor  the  construction  phase 
because  of  the  proximity  of  the  site  to  the  cliff. 

3 


Serving  lunch ,  dinner  and  our 
special  antipasti  every  day! 

434-2900 

673  UNION  ST.  at  POWELL 


Angel's  Flowers 

Fresh  Flowers  Direct  From  Nursery 
Flowers  for  all  Occasions 
Weddings,  Corsages 
Fresh  &  Dry  Arrangements 
Plants  and  Cards 

1554  Stockton  •  397-5356  •  9  to  6:30  Mon. -Sat. 


982-7639 
523  Broadway 


Lunch  &  Dinner 

1 1:00  a.m. 
to 

10:00  p.m. 
Open  Sundays 


Basement  Cuisine: 

Plans  are  underway  for  a  restaurant  and  wine 
bar  in  the  basement  at  1634  Powell,  at  which 
Amelio’s  chef  intends  to  emulate  the  notable 
gourmet  pizzas  of  his  friend  Wolfgang  Puck’s 
celebrity  Los  Angeles  restaurant,  Spago.  The 
new  entity  (nameless  at  this  writing)  is 
associated  with  Amelios,  and  projects  a 
seating  capacity  of  49  maximum.  The  restau¬ 
rant  will  not  displace  anything  since  the  base¬ 
ment  has  been  empty  for  some  time.  Owners 
do  not  plan  to  open  for  another  year. 

Since  it  is  a  new  restaurant,  THD  Planning  & 
Zoning  Comittee  members  Deborah  Holley, 
Paul  Herrerias,  and  Judy  Robinson,  along  with 
a  North  Beach  Neighbors  representative,  met 
with  owner  Chris  Sherman,  architect  Paul 
Chow,  Chef  Jackie  Roberts  and  attorney  Owen 
O’Donnel  to  discuss  a  conditional  use  permit. 
THD  Board  voted  not  to  oppose  the  condi¬ 
tional  use  permit  if  the  following  items  be  in¬ 
cluded  as  conditions  for  granting  the  use 
permit: 

—  that  an  adequate  number  of  off-street 
parking  spaces  be  provided,  and 

—  that  alterations  to  the  building  conform  to 
the  Uniform  Building  Code. 

6  Montague: 

Deborah  Holley  is  trying  to  set  up  a  meeting 
to  review  an  addition  of  two  stories  and 
parking  to  a  residential  site  at  6  Montague 
Place,  a  single  story  unit.  There  are  some 
major  concerns  from  neighbors  regarding 
blocking  existing  views. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Neighborhood  problems  bugging  you?  Have 
a  great  idea  for  Telegraph  Hill?  Does  the 
Semaphore  stand  corrected?  We  invite  your 
letters  to  the  Semaphore.  We  reserve  the  right 
to  edit  them  for  style  and  space. 
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Editor— 

I  wish  to  set  the  record  straight— in  case  you 
should  run  stories  in  the  future  about  parking 
problems  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  hill. 

A  group  of  residents— we  chose  for  our 
name  PAR— Parking  for  Residents— organized 
the  survey  of  opinions  about  valet  parking 
on  the  east  side  of  the  hill. 

Ken  Maley  was  just  one  member  of  the 
group.  We  did  not  choose  a  “leader”  or  a 
single  spokesperson. 

Mary  O’Gara 

Editor— 

Please  don’t  get  me  wrong.  I  love  cats.  I  was 
raised  with  cats.  They  are  quiet,  undeman¬ 
ding,  intelligent  creatures.  Like  the  English, 
they  appear  reserved  and  stand-offish  on 
the  outside,  but  are  really  warm  and  loving 
once  you  get  to  know  them  (or,  rather,  once 
they  get  to  know  you). 

Now  about  that  lovable  gray  and  white  cat 
who  has  melted  the  hearts  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  I  have  seen  his  (her?)  darker  side. 
Recently  I  set  up  a  bird  feeder  on  my  kitchen 
window.  The  local  house  finches  have 
notoriously  bad  table  manners,  and  scatter 
seed  down  into  my  garden.  There,  charming 
little  juncos  scratch  for  the  leftovers  among 
the  dead  leaves.  One  day,  a  pair  of  staring 
yellow  eyes  appeared  under  my  back  stairs, 
and  a  certain  gray  and  white  creature  was 
seen  to  pounce  suddenly  into  the  garden. 
Only  inexperienced  or  foolhardy  juncos  are 
now  seen  in  my  garden. 

I  know  the  lovable  gray  and  white  cat  is 
only  doing  what  comes  naturally,  but  his 
“tale  of  love”  is  clearly  not  his  entire  per¬ 
sona.  In  a  “world  of  terrorism  and  wars” 
he  too  has  a  place. 

Michael  D.  Lampen 
Editor’s  Note:  The  birds  will  be  relieved  to 
know  that  the  cat  has  found  a  home. 


North  Beach  Honors 
Streetsweeper  Richard  Grespan 

Streetsweeper  Richard  Grespan  was  cher¬ 
ished  and  respected  by  many  in  North  Beach. 
In  April,  Richard  died  at  age  49,  while  under¬ 
going  surgery  for  a  heart  condition.  There  was 
no  obituary  and  many  community  people  who 
missed  seeing  him  everyday  in  Washington 
Square,  phoned  the  Bureau  of  Street  Cleaning. 

In  1982  Richard  won  the  Street  Sweeper  of 
the  Year  Award.  His  prize  was  a  trip  to  Hawaii 
and  a  week  in  Mayor  Feinstein’s  condo  there. 
Richard  took  his  elderly  and  disabled  mother, 
with  whom  he  lived  in  the  Ingleside  District. 

Years  ago,  DPW  attempted  to  relocate  Richard 
but  North  Beachers  rallied  and  wrote  letters 
demanding  he  be  allowed  to  remain  in  our 
neighborhood.  And  so  he  did.  Every  lunch 
hour  Richard  sat  on  a  bench  on  the  north  side 
of  Washington  Square  and  despite  his  simple 
demeanor  chatted  knowledgeably  with 
friends  like  Peter  Macchiarini. 

In  the  past  when  asked  how  he  was  doing, 
Richard’s  typical  response  was  “busy,  busy, 
busy,  busy”  and  as  his  health  began  to  fail  his 
response  was  “I  do  the  best  I  can,  I  do  the 
best  I  can.” 

On  June  5th  in  Washington  Square,  a  me¬ 
morial  service  took  place.  Father  Oliveri  (Sts. 
Peter  &  Paul)  officiated.  Peter  Macchairini  and 
John  Roumbanis,  the  Bureau  of  Street 
Sweeping’s  boss,  eulogized  Richard.  Ed  Moose, 
Marsha  Garland,  and  many  others  attended. 
Fire  Station  No.  28  on  Stockton  Street,  whose 
men  called  him  “Rich  the  Broom”,  honored 
Richard  with  an  equipment  pass  by  and  salute. 

A  bronze  plaque  will  be  affixed  to  Richard’s 
park  bench  inscribed:  “InMemorium.  Richard 
Grespan,  1937  - 1987.  The  Best  Street  Sweeper 
North  Beach  Ever  Had.  ‘I  do  the  best  I  can, 
I  do  the  best  I  can.’  ” 

Who  can  ask  more  of  anyone?  Thank  you, 
Richard  Grespan. 
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Abraca  Dabra 

Housekeeping  Agency 

High  Quality— Dependable— Systematic 

We  use  only  your  cleaning  products  and 
equipment  to  insure  proper,  continued  care. 

738  Union  Street  Phone 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  956-2194 
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Matted  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 

aR.  attexicci  &  do. 

IINCK  1*04 
MANUrACTURINO 

FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


& 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship ” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 


2060  Stockton  St. 


7S1-6277 


New  Directors  on  THD  Board 

Six  new  directors  have  joined  the  THD 
Board  for  the  1987  membership  year. 

Bart  Miller  is  “blessed  with  parking  and  a 
satisfactory  view”  at  his  Alta  Street  apart¬ 
ment.  Bart  has  lived  on  Iblegraph  Hill  since 
1970.  Working  in  commercial  real  estate,  he 
enjoys  sailing,  squash,  and  singing  in  choral 
groups. 

Recording  secretary  Pat  Lorentzen  organized 
THD’s  SAFE  program  and  was  active  on  the 
crime  committee  before  joining  the  Board. 
Pat  works  as  an  administrative  consultant 
and  has  lived  on  the  hill  for  twenty  years  in 
the  same  apartment.  She  loves  the  theater. 

Petaluma  farm  boy  Paul  Herrerias  started  his 
own  business  of  selling  eggs  at  10.  He  then 
became  a  CPA  and  now  heads  his  own  execu¬ 
tive  search  company.  The  president  of  his  high 
school  student  body  has  also  been  an  officer 
in  accounting  and  alumni  groups.  Paul’s  par¬ 
ticular  interest  in  THD  is  planning  and  zon¬ 
ing.  He  likes  to  run  (“I’m  fast”)  and  to  play 
the  piano. 

Another  runner  is  corresponding  secretary 
Maureen  Tbpping,  who  tackles  26-mile  mara¬ 
thons.  In  addition  to  her  Board  duties, 
Maureen  serves  as  Semaphore  advertising 
coordinator.  The  Xerox  sales  representative 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  lived  in  Hawaii  for 
eleven  years,  and  has  lived  on  Iblegraph  Hill 
for  3  years. 

Frequent  Semaphore  contributor  Sheryl 
Hamlin  moved  to  Tblegraph  Hill  in  1982  and 
had  spent  several  years  modernizing  “a  little 
Italian  apartment  house.”  She  feels  the  big¬ 
gest  threat  to  Tblegraph  Hill  and  San  Francisco 
is  the  destruction  of  charming  old  buildings 
and  the  subsequent  replacement  by  sterile 
new  ones.  Sheryl  is  serving  as  financial 
secretary. 

Data  on  Alan  Caplan  was  not  available. 
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THD  Board:  From  left  to  right:  Paul  Herrerias  (standing),  Pat  Lorentzen, 
Maureen  Topping,  Sheryl  Hamlin,  Bart  Miller. 


Four  Lucky  Strikes  for  the  Palateers 


Since  our  last  newsletter,  the  North  Beach 
Palateers  has  had  four  very  successful  res¬ 
taurant  evenings.  The  restaurants  each  proved 
to  be  excellent  and  were  Capp’s  Corner 
(family  style  Italian),  Beethoven  Restaurant 
(German),  Ristorante  Firenze  (Italian)  and 
Route  66  (contemporary  American).  The 
food  was  superb  at  each  location  and  on  a 
scale  of  1  to  10,  each  restaurant  rated  some¬ 
where  between  7-10.  The  consensus  of 
opinion  was  that  Ristorante  Firenze  offered 
the  best  and  most  charming  service  with 
Route  66  following  close  behind. 

Our  group  varies  in  size  from  5-15.  Prices  to 
date  have  varied  from  $17  -  $28.  Tb  simplify 
toting  up,  we  divide  the  total  bill  (including 
tip)  by  the  number  present  and  each  pays 
equal  shares. 


The  Palateers  is  made  up  almost  equally  of 
North  Beach  Neighbors  and  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  with  a  few  non-members,  including 
a  couple  from  Walnut  Creek,  who  love  North 
Beach  and  want  to  explore  our  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  famed  restaurants. 

We  go  out  to  dinner  every  3  weeks,  generally 
on  a  Wednesday,  and  a  notice  is  mailed 
requesting  an  RSVP  about  one  week  in 
advance.  Our  future  list  includes  some 
restaurants  that  will  be  less  expensive  than 
our  first  four  choices. 

Once  again,  if  you  wish  to  be  on  the  Palateers’ 
mailing  list,  phone  Marsha  Garland,  673-3228. 

Marsha  Garland 
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CCIT  TCWEE  SHCP 


T-shirts,  posters,  and 
memorabilia  unique  to 
Telegraph  Hill 


I 


Friends  of  Recreation  &  Parks 


Landmarks  Need  Help 

The  landmarks/historical  committee  is 
trying  to  locate  and  document  architec¬ 
turally  and  historically  significant  buildings 
for  landmark  status. 

If  you  are  interested  in  working  on  this  com¬ 
mittee  or  have  information  on  landmarks,  call 
Rhoda  Parks  at  434-2482. 


Parking  -  The  Perennial  Problem 

‘  ‘The  most  acute  parking  shortage  in  the  City 
occurs  every  Friday  night  in  North  Beach.  On¬ 
street  occupancy  is  139  precent  of  the 
available  legal  supply.  Occupancy  in  private 
lots  is  only  78  percent  at  that  time,  but  vacant 
space  there  wouldn’t  be  enough  to  satisfy  the 
on-street  deficit  of  more  than  200  spots.” 

San  Francisco  Examiner,  May  5,  1987 


Julius 

CASTIE 

1541  Montgomery  St.  Son  Francisco,  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11-30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00-10:00  p.m. 


All  major  credit  cards  accepted.  /  Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
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The  grim  facts  confirm  what  every  North 
Beach  dweller  knows.  And  the  parking  prob¬ 
lem  seems  to  be  worsening.  In  recent  months, 
the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Board  has  been 
asked  to  deal  with  alleged  abuses  by  valet 
parkers  (illegal  parking  on  streets)  and  revoca- 
tion  of  parking  permits  from  several 
restaurants.  In  an  effort  to  address  the  prob¬ 
lem,  the  Board  asked  the  Police  Department 
to  identify  which  restaurants  hold  valet 
parking  permits  and  to  let  permit  holders 
know  that  Dwellers  want  compliance  with 
valet  parking  laws. 

Other  ways  to  ease  the  problem  are  under  con¬ 
sideration.  A  group  of  North  Beach  mer¬ 
chants  (The  North  Beach  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce)  is  working  with  the  city  to  develop  a 
six-month  pilot  program  this  summer  in  which 
a  free  shuttle  would  run  from  the  1,000-stall 
Golden  Gateway  Garage  at  Clay  and  Battery 
up  Broadway  to  Washington  Square  Friday 
and  Saturday  nights.  City  Parking  Authority 


of  f  ical  Ray  King  says  that  if  merchants  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  shuttle,  he  will  recommend  that  the 
city  subsidize  parking  for  the  period  of  the 
pilot  program.  (It  had  not  been  finalized  by 
press  time.) 

The  Chamber  group  also  is  publishing  a  guide 
to  North  Beach,  which  will  include  detailed 
parking  information  and  indicate  which 
businesses  have  valet  or  validated  parking,  or 
their  own  parking  lots. 

The  City  Parking  Authority  has  given  North 
Beach  top  priority  for  location  of  additional 
parking  facilities,  and  has  looked  at  a  number 
of  possible  parking  lot  sites,  including  Vallejo 
at  Churchill  Alley  and  Green  Street  between 
Columbus  and  Grant  Avenues.  The  Dwellers 
Board  and  the  Parking  Authority’s  King 
welcome  viable  suggestions  for  sites.  “We’re 
dealing  with  a  multiplicity  of  sites,’’  says  King. 

Valet  parking  requires  a  permit  from  the  Police 
Department  and  payment  of  a  fee  for  either 
“fixed  location  valet  parking’’  or  “special 
event”  parking.  There  are  11  “fixed  location” 
permits  for  restaurants  in  North  Beach  (see 
list  on  page  11).  A  fixed  location  permit  may 
be  revoked  for,  among  other  reasons,  a  finding 
that  “  The  number  of  proposed  parking  spaces 
is  insufficient  to  ensure  that  the  valet  parking 
operation  will  not  be  required  to  use  on-street 
parking  spaces”  (section  836,  article  12,  City 
Ordinance  156-85). 


The  ordinance  requires  that  valet  parkers  give 
car  operators  a  claim  check  identifying  the 
valet,  and  display  the  valet’s  name  “in  a 
clearly  visible  manner  on  the  driver’s  side  of 
each  motor  vehicle  throughout  the  time  that 
said  vehicle  is  in  the  permittee’s  custody  and 
control.” 

How  to  Report  Violations 

Permit  violations  may  be  reported  to  the 
following  Police  Department  offices.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  to  report  alleged  violations  im¬ 
mediately  on  perceiving  them. 

Police  Communications 
Captain  John  Damon 
Central  Police  Station 
766  Vallejo,  SF,  CA  94133 
Permit  Section,  SFPD 
Officer  Campagnoli,  Room  458 
850  Bryant  St.,  SF,  CA  94103 

The  Dwellers  Board  has  assured  the  Police 
Department,  valet  parking  permit  holders  and 
restaurant  owners  that  it  wants  to  work  with 
them  to  alleviate  parking  problems,  including 
curtailing  any  abuses  of  valet  parking 
privileges.  If  you  have  ideas  or  concerns,  let 
the  Board  and  the  Police  Department  know 
about  them. 

Judith  Robinson 


553-0123 

553-1532 

553-1115 


Clyde 

Winters 

Design 


2200  mason  street 
san  francisco 
9  4  13  3 

41  5.391 .5643 
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Levi’s  Plaza 
1475  Sansome  St. 
San  Francisco,  CA. 
781-8200 


MEADERS  CLEANERS 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 
Services 

Paula  Meaders  Kearn 


All  types  of  electrical  work  —  Smoke  Detectors 


Big  Bear  Electric 


Freebairn-Smiih  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 


Fish  Mural  Comes  lb  Neighborhood 

On  May  16  North  Beach  officially  welcomed 
the  fish  mural  at  North  Beach  Swimming  Pool 
in  a  dedication  ceremony  at  the  mural  site. 

Artist  Fran  Valesco  explained  that  the  mural 
features  native  fish  of  San  Francisco  Bay.  She 
spent  six  months  working  on  it. 

The  project  was  sponsored  by  Friends  of  Sup¬ 
port  Services  for  the  Arts  and  its  Mural 
Resource  Center,  The  Mayor’s  Office  of  Com¬ 
munity  Development,  and  the  Department  of 
Parks  and  Recreation.  THD  contributed  $50 
to  Valesco  for  her  work. 

Marsha  Garland  organized  the  reception.  Via 
Pranzo  donated  refreshments  and  II  Fiore 
flowers. 


Crime  Statistics 

The  number  of  crimes  reported  in  the 
Iblegraph  Hill-North  Beach  area  continues  to 
drop,  with  a  total  of  321  reported  for  the  first 
quarter  of  1987,  compared  to  416  for  the  same 
period  last  year. 


1986 

1987 

Rape 

1 

1 

Robbery 

7 

3 

Assault 

40 

31 

Burglary 

34 

28 

TOWER  LAUNDROMAT 

ONE  STOP  SERVICE 
Dry  Clean  •  Finish  Shirts 
Wash,  Dry  &  Fold 

Monday  to  Saturday  421-2021 

1800  Stockton  Street  at  Greenwich 
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North  Beach  Valet  Parking  Permits 

RESTAURANT 

OCCUPANCY 

RESTAURANT 

PARKING  LOT 

NO.  OF 

LOADS 

NAME  /  LOCATION 

LOCATION 

STALLS 

(Persons) 

Basta  Pasta 

535  Green  Street 

55 

150 

1268  Grant  Street 

735  Vallejo  Street 

15 

Broadway  Park  (Enrico’s) 
500-530  Broadway  St. 

530  Broadway  Street 

35 

157 

Caesars 

2299  Powell  Street 

11  Vande water  Street 

21 

250 

Dixie  Cafe 

532  Columbus  Avenue 

30  Romolo  Street 

56 

141 

Fior  D ’Italia 

601  Union  Street 

501  Filbert  Street 

45 

375 

Julius’  Castle 

845  Front  Street 

140 

113 

302  Greenwich  Street 

841  Front  Street 

120 

(seats) 

Maykadeh 

470  Green  Street 

90  Broadway  Street 

65 

80 

North  Beach 

535  Green  Street 

55 

150 

1512  Stockton  Street 

735  Vallejo  Street 

15 

P.J.  Montgomery’s 

391  Broadway  Street 

955  Sansome  Street 

130 

150 

RAF 

478  Green  Street 

90  Broadway  Street 

140 

200 

Shadows 

845  Front  Street 

140 

99 

303  Filbert  Street 

841  Front  Street 

120 

Sources:  S.  F.  Police  Dept.,  Parking  Permit  Office;  S.F.  Fire  Dept.,  Fire  Prevention  &  In¬ 
vestigation  Div.;  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection;  data  is  as  of  May  1987. 
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r  i  s  t  o  r  a  n  t  e 

*  FIRENZE 


Continental  Italian  Cuisine 


1421  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Validated  Parking  (415)  421-5813 


mmi 


19  Maiden  Lane.  San  Francisco,  CA  9^108 

A  San  Francisco  tradition  located  in 
fashionable  Maiden  Lane  off  Union 
Square,  featuring  Northern  Italian 
cuisine  with  Continental  service. 

A  favorite  before  and  after 
the  theatre  for  dining  and 
cocktails  since  1955. 

Lunch  Monday- Saturday 
11:30-4:00 

Dinner  5:00-10:30  nightly 
Private  parties  accommodating 
up  to  150  people. 


For  reservations  please  call  362-8133. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


745  Columbus  Ave.  Tel.  982-2225 

(Between  Mason  and  Filbert)  0Pen  ti!  midnight 


Business  News  &  Changes 

One  of  the  latest  additions  to  our  commercial 
district  is  the  Jan  Holloway  Gallery  at  414 
Francisco  Street.  The  fine  art  gallery  had  its 
grand  opening  on  April  10th.  Many  THD 
members  found  their  way  through  the  crowd 
crammed  into  the  small  establishment.  After 
munching  on  delicious  hors  d’ouevres  supplied 
by  neighboring  business,  Cafe  Francisco,  first 
nighters  took  long  and  serious  looks  at  the 
large  canvasses  painted  by  Diana  Harrison. 

The  Jan  Holloway  Gallery  appears  at  first 
viewing  to  be  a  first  rate  gallery.  With  the 
Charles  Campbell  Gallery  only  a  couple  of 
blocks  away,  situated  above  The  Louvre,  a 
first  rate  frame  shop  handling  museum  work, 
the  Art  Institute  nearby,  rotating  art  shows 
on  the  walls  of  Cafe  Francisco,  and  the  de¬ 
lightful  ambience  of  Vande water  and  Water 
Streets,  one  can’t  help  but  speculate  as  to 
the  Fisherman’s  Wharf  end  of  North  Beach 
becoming  an  enclave  of  fine  art. 

Gino  Lomonaco,  formerly  a  chef  with  Scoma’s, 
is  opening  his  own  restaurant  at  720 
Columbus.  Gino’s  place  will  be  called  the 
Italian  Accent  Seafood  Trattoria.  Originally, 
Gino  had  anticipated  opening  his  restaurant 
on  Vallejo  in  part  of  the  site  formerly  occupied 
by  Gloria  Sausage.  Complications  with 
property  improvements  forced  him  to  find 
another  location.  Gino  is  Sicilian  and  his 
proposed  menu  will  reflect  his  island  region’s 
dependency  on  fish  recipes.  Looks  as  though 
this  new  restaurant  will  be  an  exciting  ad¬ 
dition  to  North  Beach’s  culinary  reputation. 

In  April  the  burgeoning  merchants’  group,  The 
Broadway  Barbary  Coast  Merchants’  Assn., 
voted  to  merge  with  the  non-functioning  New 
North  Beach  Merchants’  Assn.  The  two  groups 
will  be  known  as  the  North  Beach  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 
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Marsha  Garland 


Board  of  Directors’  Report 
Motions  Passed 

March 

None 

April 

To  support  a  one-year  moratorium  to  stop 
demolishing  residential  units. 

lb  contribute  $25  toward  the  dedication  of 
Jack  Early  Park. 

Tb  purchase  a  copy  of  the  new  Planning  Code 
at  a  cost  of  $35  for  the  use  of  the  Planning  and 
Zoning  Committee. 

May 

Tb  contribute  $200  to  S.E  CAP  to  support  their 
court  defense  of  Prop  M. 

Friendly  amendment  to  above:  If  S.F.  CAP 
won’t  be  incurring  legal  fees,  THD  will  not 
give  the  money. 

To  send  letter  to  Art  Agnos  to  oppose  the 
bill  limiting  commercial  rent  arbitration  and 
to  send  copies  of  the  letter  to  the  governor, 
senators,  and  other  officials. 

To  use  THD’s  name  to  co-sponsor  the  com- 
merical  leasing  meeting  by  the  Mayor’s  Office 
on  June  18. 

To  write  a  letter  protesting  noise  from  the 
blimp  over  the  neighborhood. 

To  send  $100  to  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Center  to  send  needy  kids  to  camp. 

lb  contribute  $500  to  Telegraph  Hill  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Center  membership  dinner. 

lb  give  $50  to  pay  the  artist  for  her  work  on 
»  the  fish  mural  at  the  North  Beach  Swimming 

Pool. 

lb  write  a  letter  to  tour  buses  discouraging 
them  from  going  to  Coit  Tbwer,  Filbert  Steps, 
and  Grant  Avenue. 


RESTAURANT 

347  Geary  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

San  Francisco  Traditional  Italian 
style  cuisine  with  exhibition 
cooking,  located  in  the  heart  of 
Union  Square  adjacent  to  the 
theatre  district 

Open  for  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner, 
and  cocktails  daily  from 
7:00am  to  1:OOam 


For  reservations  please  call  989-6733. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 


•  CANNOU  •  SACRIPANT1NA  •  PANETTONE  • 


Franco  and  Mercedes  Santucci 
446  Columbus  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)986-2914 


WEDDING  CAKES  •  BOMBONIERE  •  ESPRESSO 


3 

X 

s 

£ 


Galletti  Bros. 

mmmmam  shoe  service  wnmamm 


427  COLUMBUS  AVE  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  94133  •  (415)982-2897 


Motions  Denied 

None. 
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ELECTION  DINNER 


Photos  by  Rob  Lee 


APRIL  6  AT  ENRICO  ’  S 


Figoni  Hardware  Turns  80 

One  of  The  Hill’s  favorite  establishments  — 
Figoni  Hardware  —  is  80  this  year.  And  it’s 
having  its  very  first  sale!  Everything  will 
be  10  per  cent  off  during  the  weekend  of 
June  27-28.  Coffee  and  cake  will  be  served 
from  noon  to  5  p.m.  We  are  all  invited  to 
the  celebration. 

Eighty  years  certainly  qualifies  Figoni  Hard¬ 
ware  for  a  place  amongst  North  Beach’s 
venerable  institutions.  In  this  category,  both 
of  the  major  churches,  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  and 
Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  are  considerably  older. 

Fior  d ’Italia  Restaurant  and  Cafferata  Ravioli 


Factory  have  celebrated  100  years  of  being  in 
business  in  recent  years.  But  Fior  is  no  longer 
owned  by  the  Marianettis,  and  Cafferata  no 
longer  by  the  Cafferatas.  Figoni  Hardware  has 
remined  in  the  same  family  for  more  than  70 
years,  and  Melvin  “Bob”  Figoni  has  been  a 
familiar  fixture  on  Upper  Grant  Avenue  since 
1924. 

If  there  is  anybody  who  can  top  that  demon¬ 
stration  of  longevity  and  endurance  in  one 
neighborhood  store,  let  him  or  her  come  for¬ 
ward,  and  we’ll  all  salute. 

Figoni  Hardware  began  as  the  Nick  N.  Capurro 
Hardware  Co.  in  1907  and  was  part  of  the 


Bob  Fig  one  and  Tom  Cara  talk  over  old  times. 
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furious  rebuilding  of  North  Beach  that  took 
place  as  soon  as  the  fires  were  out.  People 
needed  all  kinds  of  hardware  in  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  neighborhood.  Nick  Capurro 
sold  paints  and  glass,  tools,  cutlery,  silver¬ 
ware  and  household  goods.  His  old  business 
card  says:  “Imported  Italian  Farming  Imple¬ 
ments  a  Specialty.”  He  also  offered  crockery, 
glassware,  and  bar  and  restaurant  supplies. 

Around  1915,  when  San  Francisco  was 
showing  off  its  new  face  with  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition,  Louis  Figoni, 
Bob  Figoni ’s  uncle,  and  Joe  Fiorio  became 
partners  and  bought  the  store.  The  storefront 
at  1351  Grant  Avenue  was  renamed  Fiorio  & 
Figoni. 

Parenthetically,  Will  Fiorio,  the  son  of  Joe 
Fiorio,  still  runs  a  hardware  store  in  Oakland 
at  4799  Telegraph  Avenue. 


Fiorio  and  Figoni  split  up  in  1924,  the  year 
that  Bob  Figoni  started.  Uncle  Louis  re¬ 
mained  in  the  business  until  his  death  in 
1942.  Bob  Figoni  has  been  sole  owner  since 
1944. 

Bob  has  maintained  the  early-days,  post-quake 
character  of  the  store.  He  has  done  this  by 
simply  leaving  good  old  things  in  place.  This 
is  in  contrast  to  the  present  practice  of 
installing  antiques  in  a  new  shop  to  attempt 
to  confer  an  instant  image  of  integrity  the 
business  has  not  earned. 

The  door  to  the  store  is  the  same  door  pic¬ 
tured  by  the  photographer  F.  Cirimele  long 
ago.  The  floor  and  shelves  are  the  same.  There 
are  16-foot  ceilings,  and  the  upper  shelves  are 
reached  by  ladders  that  slide  along  a  track, 
another  useful  relic.  The  old  desk  in  the  of¬ 
fice  is  original.  Bob’s  son  Melvin  Jr.  has  the 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 

%Si 

Pacific 

Serving  continuously  from  11:30  to  1:45am  Grant  and 

Vallejo  Streets  (415)434-2248 
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982  1124 


CITY 

LIGHTS 

BOOKS 

A  Literary 
Meetingplace 
Since  1953 


261  Columbus  five. 
Son  Francisco  94133 
(415)  362-8193 
everyday  lO-midnight 


/Hfee-a 

Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 

PHONE  391-4249  732  BROADWAY 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


old  inkwell.  There  is  an  old  Dalton  adding 
machine  which  still  works.  Only  the  huge  old 
National  cash  register  and  the  old  safe  are  not 
original. 

The  glass  enclosure  of  the  office  at  the  rear 
was  pulled  down  years  ago,  but  the  curved 
carpenter’s  ornamental  wood  wall  is  still  as  it 
was  in  the  beginning. 

And  the  housewares  half  of  the  store  con¬ 
tinues  to  supply  fancy  and  basic  cooking  uten¬ 
sils  that  draw  customers  from  far  places  as  well 
as  North  Beach.  Students  and  teachers  at  the 
California  Culinary  Academy  are  among  the 
cooks  who  appreciate  the  merchandise. 

The  emphasis  is  Italian,  appropriately.  There 
are  copper  zabaglione  pots,  cannoli  tubes,  cop¬ 
per  polenta  pots,  pasta  drying  racks,  marble 
mortar  and  pestles,  wooden  ravioli  rollers, 
Mezzaluna  two-handled  cleavers,  Italian 
wooden  cheese  graters  and  tomato  paste 
machines,  and  jumbo  colanders. 

There  is  a  good  stock  of  more  mundane  kit¬ 
chen  items,  such  as  a  line  of  knives,  earthen¬ 
ware  and  stainless  steel  bowls,  strainers, 
glassware,  cast  iron  skillets,  cutting  boards  and 
old-fashioned  meat  grinders  that  come  with 
sausage  tubes. 

They  have  Italian  hand  sickles.  They  have 
bocce  balls  straight  from  Italy.  They  have  wine 
corks.  They  make  keys.  The  “they”  includes 
Emile  Cipparrone,  who  has  been  with  Figoni 
for  15  years. 

Lately  there  has  been  some  concern  ex¬ 
pressed  that  it  might  be  Figoni  Hardware  that 
is  closing  its  doors.  That  is  not  the  case,  and 
the  anniversary  observance  is  not  a  farewell 
gesture.  It  is  Figone  Furniture  that  has  an¬ 
nounced  going  out  of  business  in  mid- June. 

I  asked  Bob  Figoni,  “You’re  not  planning  to 
retire,  are  you?”  He  retorted,  “Well,  I’ll  have 
to,  when  I  die!” 
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June  A.  Osterberg 


Commercial  Leasing  Regulation 
Stalled 

While  we  in  San  Francisco  were  working  to 
ensure  protection  for  neighborhood-serving 
businesses,  legislators  in  Los  Angeles  were 
also  working  to  ensure  that  no  city  could  pass 
local  ordinances  regulating  commerical 
leasing  for  businesses.  The  Keene  Commerical 
Leasing  Bill  passed  the  Assembly  Judiciary 
Committee  and  went  before  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  before  anyone  in  San 
Francisco  really  kenw  about  it.  Art  Agnos,  Sue 
Lee  from  the  Office  of  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment,  and  Elliot  Hoffman  from  the  S.B.  A.  Ad¬ 
visory  Board  went  to  Sacramento  on  two  days’ 
notice  to  try  to  dissuade  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  from  passing  this  restrictive 
legislation.  The  bill  resulted  from  real  estate 
interests  wanting  a  guarantee  that  no  other 
city  would  behave  as  Berkeley  with  com¬ 
merical  rent  control. 

But  lobbyists  and  legislators  had  already  made 
their  deals.  The  legislation  passed  the  Com- 

r~' 

mittee  and  will  almost  automatically  pass 
through  the  Senate  and  be  signed  by  the 
Governor. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  Art  Agnos  will  in¬ 
troduce  legislation  speaking  to  some  of  the 
issues  that  the  S.F.  Small  Business  Advisory 
Board  feels  are  important:  nine  months  notice 
to  the  lessee  when  a  lease  is  to  expire  and  the 
right  of  first  refusal  and  voluntary  mediation. 

If  you  feel  strongly  about  these  issues,  I  sug¬ 
gest  you  write  to  Art  Agnos,  350  McAllister, 
94102,  and  request  that  when  he  thinks  it  ap¬ 
propriate  to  introduce  new  legislation,  he  do 
so. 

Jeanne  Milligan 


" THE  BEST  HAMBURGER 
IN  ANY  LEAGUE" 


★  GOURMET  HAMBURGERS 

★  FRENCH  FRIES 

★  SHAKES 

ANO 

BREAKFAST  SERVED  DAILY 

659  Union  Street 
between  Columbus  &  Powell 
781-1154 
HOURS 

Sunday  -  Triuraday  8  am  to  10  p.m. 
Friday  &  Satorday  8  am.  to  11  p  m 

COME  IN  AND  SEE 
OUR  ALL-STAR  MENU. 


resco 


‘OYSTER  BAR 


MONTGOMERY  AT  BROADWAY 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


392-5571 


19 


Membership  News 

THD  is  pleased  to  report  507  paid  members  for 
fiscal  year  1987.  Our  fiscal  year  runs  from 
April  1, 1987  to  March  31, 1988.  Dues  for  FY87 
are  now  due  to  the  financial  secretary.  Please 
send  your  $10.00  per  individual  to  Sheryl 
Hamlin,  330  Chestnut.  This  will  be  your  last 
Semaphore  if  dues  are  not  received  by  August 
30.  Please  feel  free  to  call  421-2452  to  verify 
your  membership  status. 

THD  welcomes  the  following  new  members 
since  the  publication  of  the  last  Semaphore. 
We  look  forward  to  meeting  these  people,  as 
well  as  the  45  new  members  published  in  the 
last  Semaphore  at  the  next  new  member 
cocktail  party. 


New  this  quarter:  Ron  Casentini,  Mariana  Yu, 
and  Henry  Kwong. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 


Jack  Early  Phrk  lb  Be  Dedicated 

There  will  be  an  official  opening  ceremony 
at  Jack  Early  Park  Saturday,  June  27,  at 
11:00  a.m. 

Early  has  maintained  the  trees,  watered, 
and  trimmed  the  area  at  the  stub  end  of 
Pfeiffer  Street  since  1962.  The  committee 
in  charge  of  the  park  decided  to  name  it 
after  him  in  honor  of  his  many  years  of 
dedication  to  the  project. 


NATHAN  G.  ROTH,  D.D.S. 
MELISSA  TUFT,  D.D.S. 


398-2582 


7  LOMBARD  ST. 


LEVI  PLAZA 
PIER  39  AREA 
EMBARCADERO 
TELEGRAPH  HILL 
FINANCIAL  DISTRICT 


“Personal  Service  8l  Prevention  Have  No  Substitute M 

EXTENDED  HOURS:  EVENINGS  AND  WEEKENDS 


•  COMPLETE  DENTAL  SERVICES 

•  COSMETIC  DENTISTRY  AND  BONDING 

•  24  HOUR  ANSWERING  SERVICE 

•  NITROUS  OXIDE  GAS 

•  DENTISTRY  WHILE  YOU  SLEEP 


•  STEREO  HEADPHONES  AVAILABLE 

•  MASTER  CARD/VISA 

•  DENTAL  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

•  SENIOR  CITIZENS  WELCOME 


VALIDATED  PARKING  AT 

101  LOMBARD  (LEVI  PLAZA)  GARAGE 
+■  EASY  ACCESS  TO  * 

42  &  32  MUNI  LINES 
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Coit  Tbwer  Spruces  Up 

Renovation  efforts  are  underway  at  Coit 
Tower.  Stucco  is  being  sandblasted  off  to 
repair  cracks.  Workers  will  apply  a  new 
coating  of  cement  stucco  with  a  similar 
finish  to  the  original. 

Demolition  of  the  roof  over  the  murals 
started  the  first  of  June  with  the  entire 
project  scheduled  for  completion  by  the 
end  of  July. 

The  murals  will  be  restored  after  roof  repair 
is  finished,  probably  during  winter. 

The  Rec  and  Park  Department  is  taking  all 
measures  to  protect  neighboring  homes 
and  cars  from  sand.  If  there  are  any  con¬ 
cerns,  call  Tim  Lillyquist  at  558-3354. 


The  restoration  is  the  latest  phase  in  Coit 
Tower’s  history.  It  was  built  in  1933  with 
funds  by  Lillie  Hitchcock  Coit.  In  1932  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  voted  to  rezone  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  so  that  future  skyscrapers  would 
not  interfere  with  the  Tbwer. 

In  December,  1933,  the  Coit  Tbwer  murals 
were  approved  as  the  first  proposal  under 
the  new  Public  Works  of  Art  Project.  There 
are  thirty  murals,  mostly  frescoes,  but  in¬ 
cluding  four  oil  and  one  egg  tempura  of  con¬ 
temporary  life  in  California.  Water  damage 
and  graffiti  left  the  murals  in  poor  condi¬ 
tion.  A  restoration  took  place  from  1960  to 
1968. 

Rhoda  Parks 


SERVING  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND  TELEGRAPH  HILL  SINCE  1937 


BANK  OF  CANTON 


OF  CALIFORNIA 


OUR  LOW  COST  CREDIT  CARDS  SAVE  YOU  MONEY! 

14%  A.P.R.,  $15  annually* 


NORTH  BEACH  LOCATION  HEAD  OFFICE 

1301  Stockton  Street  555  Montgomery  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133  San  Francisco,  CA  94111 

Branch  Manager,  Larry  Chui  * subject  to  change 
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Enjoy  a  discriminating  dining  experience 

in  a  French  chateau  - - 

atop  Telegraph  Hill 
overlooking  scenic  San  Francisco  Bay  _ 
The  Shadows  now  features  * 
contemporary  French  cuisine, 
rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5-10  P.M. 
Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 

For  reservations  please  call  982-5536. 


ESTABLISHED  1932 

••  "  '  7  ,*V  : 

.j/ -A,  ’f&y  \  s&jpflfe  ‘ 


1349  MONTGOMERY  ST.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 


We  brew  our  own  beer 
Emperor  Norton  Lager  &  Albatross  Lager  North 

San  Francisco  Brewing  Company 

(formerly  The  Albatross) 

Available  for  Private  Parties 
155  Columbus  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  Ca.  94133  (415)  434-3344 


LC  Graphics 

Quality  Computerized  Typesetting 


■  Typesetting 

■  Design 

■  Layout 

650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94133 
415/362-4562 


Planning  Department’s  Northern 
Waterfront  Findings 

S.F.  Department  of  City  Planning  presented 
a  summary  of  its  235  page  document  entitled 
“The  Northern  Waterfront  Findings  Report’’ 
to  a  group  of  about  twenty  residents  on  April 
17.  This  report  represents  Phase  I  of  a  multi- 
phased  planning  process.  Phase  I  offers  data; 
Phase  II  will  propose  solutions. 

In  the  urban  design  area  planners  noted  the 
following  seven  distinctive  styles  between  Van 
Ness  and  Kearny  and  between  the  bay  and 
Francisco  Street: 

1.  The  historic  area  includes  buildings  such 
as  the  Cannery  that  evoke  San  Francisco’s 
past. 

2.  Fish  Alley  is  the  last  remnant  of  the  S.F. 
fishing  industry  and  is  the  “real  area” 
which  drew  tourists  to  the  wharf  in  the  first 
place. 

3.  The  retail  area  of  tourist  shops  clashes 
with  the  other  urban  design  styles. 

4.  The  restaurant  area  is  fronted  by  an 
asphalt  jungle. 

5 .  Pier  39  offers  fine  walks,  views,  and  shops. 
It  is  architecturally  divorced  from  the  other 
urban  design  styles  and  physically 
separated  by  an  abruptly  ending  walkway 
into  the  asphalt  jungle. 

6 .  Cost  Plus  is  situated  at  the  logical  entrance 
to  Fisherman’s  Wharf.  Its  spacious  plaza  on 
Taylor  may  give  way  to  another  asphalt 
jungle. 

7.  The  bland  zone  includes  the  1960’s  type  of¬ 
fice  buildings  and  apartments  which  do  not 
contribute  to  the  festive  feeling  of  the 
wharf. 

There  are  approximately  700  businesses  in  the 
study  area,  including  500  retail  and  132 
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restaurants.  About  2,300  residents  live  in  1061 
housing  units.  The  Kirkham  bus  yard  could 
eventually  house  3000  people.  There  are  2023 
hotel  rooms  with  1068  proposed  in  three  hotel 
projects  (Clarion,  Super  8,  and  Pier  45). 

Predominant  land  use  is  retail  and  tourist- 
oriented.  The  fishing  industry  land  use  has 
consistently  declined. 

The  waterfront’s  open  spaces  serve  two  pur¬ 
poses:  recreation  and  unification.  There  is  no 
central  plaza  or  entranceway  signifying  the 
area’s  importance. 

The  planners  said  the  northern  waterfront  is 
congested.  Cars,  tour  buses,  and  pedestrians 
compete  for  the  same  resources.  Information 
on  public  transportation  is  scarce  and  incon¬ 
sistent.  Current  policy  moves  vehicular  traf¬ 
fic  (except  for  commercial  fishing  trucks)  away 
from  the  waterfront  and  concurrently 
enhances  pedestrian  traffic. 

Jeanne  Milligan  of  the  THD  Board  has  copies 
of  the  Phase  I  report  for  review  as  well  as  the 
schedule  of  future  meetings.  She  welcomes  in¬ 
put  from  THD  members. 

Sheryl  Hamlin 


Come  to  the  Fair 

Once  again  the  Dwellers  will  have  a  booth  at 
the  Grant  Street  Fair  June  20-21.  Herb 
Kosovitz  and  Rod  Freebairn-Smith  are  con¬ 
tributing  art  work.  Virginia  Sletteland  is  in 
charge  of  volunteers  to  work  at  the  booth.  If 
you  would  like  to  volunteer  to  work  a  two- 
hour  shift,  contact  Gina  at  781-4352  evenings. 
Gina  stresses  that  working  at  the  THD  booth 
is  a  great  way  to  meet  your  neighbors  and  to 
have  fun. 


Luigi  &  Maria  Borzoni 


U.S.  Restaurant, 

Inc. 


431  Columbus  Ave. 
1434  Stockton  St. 
(415)  362-6251  San  Francisco  94133 


DONNA 

EAST  /  WEST 
“clothes  for  the  contemporary  woman” 

1424  GRANT  AVE.  S.F.  CA  94133  397-4447 


COLUMBUS  MARIN 

SAVINGS  LJ  jj  SAVINGS 

•r*)  loan  Aasoctahon  %  •  Ovtaton  of  Cotumbuc  Sfnng* 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
415/433-61 10 
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1800  Mason  at  Union  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94133  (415)  982-5728. 
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Semaphore  Staff 


Washington  Square 


Washington 
Square 
^  Park 

■ 

Union 

f  \ 

2. 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 
1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


Grant  Antiques 

We  Buy— Sell-Trade 


1415  Grant  Avenue 
btwn  Union  &  Green 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


Dennis  Wills— Mickey  Beck 
Open  Afternoons  &  Evenings 
(415)  956-2191 


BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 

Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 
1 196  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chevron 


“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ” 

Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


•S& 

Onitfcw 

##Hre  n»astf*3  m. 

733  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
CA  94133 
(415)  986-2420 


Editor 

Cheryl  Bentley 

Business  Manager 

Eric  Johnson 

Ad  Coordinator 

Maureen  Ibpping 

Ad  Staff 

Terry  Achelis 
Phil  King 
Rozelle  Overmire 

Typesetting 

LC  Graphics 


Contributors 


Kathleen  Cannon 
June  Fraps 
Marsha  Garland 
Sheryl  Hamlin 
Jeanne  Milligan 


June  Osterberg 
Judy  Robinson 
Rhoda  Robinson 
Jane  Winslow 


Lost,  Strayed  or... 

Until  about  four  years  ago,  THD  had  several 
boxes  of  records  stored  at  Tbl  Hi.  Denise  Hin- 
ckle  recalls  that  someone  from  our  group 
removed  the  boxes  when  Tbl  Hi  remodeled 
and  eliminated  their  storage  room. 

Please,  Someone,  will  you  give  me  a  call  at 
781-5221  so  I  can  pick  up  the  boxes?  You  will 
probably  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  and  I  need 
them  to  try  to  pull  our  history  together. 
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Rhoda  Robinson 


Goodbye,  Nordica 

After  26  years  Henrik  Jorgensen  is  closing 
his  store.  Jorgensen  is  the  latest  victim  of 
escalating  North  Beach  rents  (see  Planning 
and  Zoning).  He  will  close  Nordica,  his  store 
which  sells  top  quality  Scandanavian  fur¬ 
niture,  in  June. 

Sadly  this  business  which  has  been  forced 
out  by  the  impersonality  of  the  big  buck  has 
always  been  intensely  personal.  “I  did  every¬ 
thing,”  says  Jorgensen.  ‘‘I  bought  it,  went  to 
the  pier  to  pick  it  up,  put  it  together,  washed 
the  windows,  vacuumed  the  floor.” 

He  surveys  his  diminishing  stock,  pointing 
out  with  pride  that  his  products  are  leather 
and  wood,  no  synthetics.  “I  couldn’t  sell 
people  something  I  didn’t  believe  in.  I’d  feel 
guilty.” 

Through  the  years  his  integrity  has  been 
returned  by  business  associates.  Jorgensen 
has  never  received  a  bounced  check.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  his  circle  of  friends  comes  from  his 
customers  and  his  help. 

Jorgensen  wants  to  take  a  vacation  and  a 
“good  long  deep  breath”  after  Nordica  closes. 
He  is  looking  to  the  future,  a  very  different 
one  from  what  he  expected.  “I  love  my  little 
store,  my  little  hole-in-the-wall,”  he  says.  “I’ll 
miss  it.” 


•  ROSSI’S  • 

SUPER  MARKET 

Under  New  Ownership 
Low  Prices 
Convenient  Shopping 

627  Vallejo  St.  &  Columbus 
986-1068 


KEVEN  CLANCY 
MANAGER 


Coit  Liquors 


25 


Open 
7 

Days 

LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

WE  DELIVER 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 


mr 


UHO 

RESTAURANT  &  BAR 


788-4055 


Theresa  M.  Flores 
415)  781-4811 


571  Columbus 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


Cafe’  -  Restaurant  -  Catering 

561  Columbus  Ave.  -  San  Francisco,  Ca.  94133 
(415)  362  -2774 


CAFFERATA 

RAVIOLI 

FACTORY 


700  COLUMBUS  AVE.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 


G.  BIRADELLI 

(415)  392-7544 


Rhoda  Robinson 

Apple  can  keep  its  Macintosh,  IBM  its  PC.  The 
Dwellers  have  Rhoda. 

Rhoda  Robinson  has  recently  ended  four  years 
as  THD’s  financial  secretary.  In  typical 
fashion  Rhoda  made  her  mind  a  floppy  disk 
of  membership  matters.  You  could  tell  Rhoda 
you  had  met  a  woman  on  Chestnut  Street  at 
a  membership  party  and  be  sure  that  Rhoda 
would  come  up  with  the  woman’s  name  in  a 
few  seconds.  Rhoda’s  like  that. 

But  along  with  being  efficient,  this  soft- 
spoken  woman  has  traveled  around  the  world 
alone,  served  tea  to  the  king  and  queen  of 
England,  and  was  a  liberated  woman  in  the 
days  before  women  knew  liberation  was  pos¬ 
sible.  ‘I’ve  had  so  many  lives,”  she  smiles. 

Her  first  life  began  in  Barre,  Vermont,  where 
she  grew  up.  Rhoda  moved  on  to  Simmons  Col¬ 
lege  in  Boston  where  she  earned  a  degree  in 
business  administration. 

Her  second  incarnation  was  in  England. 
Rhoda  spent  three  years  there  during  World 
War  II  as  a  volunteer  with  the  Red  Cross.  It  was 
during  this  stint  that  General  Doolittle  told  her 
that  she  was  to  “brief”  the  English  queen 
when  she  visited  the  base  with  King  George. 
In  layman’s  English,  “briefing”  meant  telling 
her  where  the  ladies  room  was.  The  queen 
made  it  through  the  event  without  a  need  for 
Rhoda’s  briefing. 

Years  later  in  19£3  Rhoda  and  three  other  Red 
Cross  volunteers  returned  to  England  ‘  ‘on  a 
sentimental  journey”  visiting  their  wartime 
sites.  Rhoda  received  a  warm  welcome  from 
her  village  and  the  Air  Force  and  renewed  ac¬ 
quaintances  with  some  of  the  people  she  had 
known  during  the  war. 

After  the  war  when  asked  if  she  wanted  to 
come  to  San  Francisco,  Rhoda  agreed  without 
a  second  thought.  “I  had  never  been  here 
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before,  but  I  had  always  intended  to  come,” 
Rhoda  recalls  matter  of  factly  as  if  pulling  up 
stakes  for  unknown  locations  is  a  daily  affair. 

Thus  began  another  life  in  another  unknown 
environment  for  this  adventurous  woman. 
After  a  series  of  administrative  jobs,  Rhoda 
went  to  work  for  Field  Research  in  the  accoun¬ 
ting  department.  ‘‘In  the  beginning  I  was  the 
accounting  department,”  she  says.  But  over 
the  years  her  job  expanded  until  she  had 
several  people  working  under  her. 

In  her  present  life  she  works  two  days  a  week 
at  Strybing  Arboretum,  serves  on  the  THD 
board  as  historian,  and  is  treasurer  of  the 
group  that  initiated  Prop  M.  ‘‘It’s  satisfying  to 
make  the  numbers  come  out  right,”  she  says 
of  her  financial  work. 

In  addition,  she  lives  in  an  1863  cottage  with 
a  family  of  wild  cats  whose  comings  and  go¬ 
ings  would  be  great  feline  soap  opera.  Rhoda 
bought  the  house  in  1964  and  was  given  a  THD 
membership  by  a  neighbor.  Dues  were  then 
two  dollars. 

Although  she  has  no  plans  for  more  travel, 
those  who  know  her  would  not  be  surprised 
if  Rhoda  will  one  day  take  off  on  one  of  her 
exotic  vacations.  In  1963  the  intrepid  Rhoda 
traveled  through  Southeast  Asia  mostly  by 
herself.  In  1961  she  went  to  Thhiti  where  she 
“met  a  man  from  Saudi  Arabia  and  his  en¬ 
tourage  which  included  an  opera  singer  and 
two  Bell  Telephone  engineers.”  Somewhere 
along  the  way  Rhoda  and  the  engineers  hook¬ 
ed  up  with  two  Australians  and  a  New 
Zealander  with  whom  she  was  scheduled  to 
meet  in  her  1963  trip. 

But  that’s  another  story. 

The  tales  of  the  characters  Rhoda  has  meant 
on  her  worldly  jaunts  abound.  You  have  the 
feeling  that  Rhoda  loved  every  minute  of  her 
adventures.  “I  always  like  what  I’m  doing,”  she 
declares.  “Except  for  cleaning  house.” 


‘THE  IN  PLACE  TO  DINE" 

CAPP’S  CORNER 

1600  POWELL  ST. 
989-2580 


San  Francisco's  Finest  Italian 

Family  Style  Dinner  restaurant 
Your  Hosts 

Frank  Sarubbi  Joe  Capp 


GOST  PLUS. 

HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 

Fisherman’s  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


'Speedy’S 


781-6168 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


301  Union  Street 
Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


